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Duration 50 minutes. (After class field trip to see The Mikado) 

Grade Levels 9-12 

Subjects Drama, Literature, English, Music  

 

1. Worksheets C1, C2, C3 (included in this lesson) 

2. Links to the Internet are provided as reference material. See the following at the end of this 

lesson 

 “The Mikado Plot Summary-Reference” 

 “The Mikado-References” 

  Optional: Libretto (“The Mikado -References”) 

  Optional: YouTube clips (“The Mikado-References”) 

3. Computer Lab with access to the Internet 

1. Introduce students to the story of The Mikado.  

2. Discuss the story line. 

3. Guide students in character analysis and development. 

 

1. Students will have read copies of the Mikado Plot Summary, seen the show, and (optionally 

but strongly recommended) reviewed the libretto. 

2. Hand out Worksheet C1 and C2. 

3. Ask the students to analyze the story and complete Worksheet C1. 

4. In a class discussion, identify the main characters of the story and complete Worksheet C2. 

5. Assign Worksheet C3 as a homework assignment. 

 

1. Students will be exposed to the story of The Mikado. 

2. Students should identify the storyline and climax (Worksheet C1). 

3. Students should complete Character Development and Transformation (Worksheet C2). 

4. Students should complete and discuss the Critique (Worksheet C3).  

5. Students should compare elements of the story and characters to other dramatic works they 

have experienced or read. 

6. Students should be able to discuss the importance of character development. 

7. Optional: Students should write an essay discussing and critiquing the plot and character 

development. 



 
 

The Mikado

 

Identify the beginning, middle, and end of the story.  Make sure to identify the climax. 

 

 

Beginning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identify the climax in the story.  When did it happen? 

 

Do elements in the plot or characters in The Mikado remind you of any other stories? 

 

Are their recurring themes or ideas we can relate to in our society? 



 
 

The Mikado

 

Identify in class discussion four major characters and fill in their major traits below: 

 
Character:  

 

   

 

 

Beginning 

Goal: 

 

Obstacle: 

 

Behavior: 

 

Emotional State: 

 

Musical Ideas: 

 

 

Goal: 

 

Obstacle: 

 

Behavior: 

 

Emotional State: 

 

Musical Ideas: 

 

 

Goal: 

 

Obstacle: 

 

Behavior: 

 

Emotional State: 

 

Musical Ideas: 

 

 

Goal: 

 

Obstacle: 

 

Behavior: 

 

Emotional State: 

 

Musical Ideas: 

 

 

 

Middle 

Goal: 

 

Obstacle: 

 

Behavior: 

 

Emotional State: 

 

Musical Ideas: 

 

 

Goal: 

 

Obstacle: 

 

Behavior: 

 

Emotional State: 

 

Musical Ideas: 

 

 

Goal: 

 

Obstacle: 

 

Behavior: 

 

Emotional State: 

 

Musical Ideas: 

 

 

Goal: 

 

Obstacle: 

 

Behavior: 

 

Emotional State: 

 

Musical Ideas: 

 

 

 

End 

Goal: 

 

Obstacle: 

 

Behavior: 

 

Emotional State: 

 

Musical Ideas: 

 

 

Goal: 

 

Obstacle: 

 

Behavior: 

 

Emotional State: 

 

Musical Ideas: 

 

 

Goal: 

 

Obstacle: 

 

Behavior: 

 

Emotional State: 

 

Musical Ideas: 

 

 

Goal: 

 

Obstacle: 

 

Behavior: 

 

Emotional State: 

 

Musical Ideas: 

 

 

 

 

DISCUSS:  Did the characters stay the same throughout the story, or did they go through a 

transformation?  If so, what was it? 



 
 

Student’s Name ____________________ 

 

Although The Mikado is ostensibly about an imaginary Japanese society, actually Gilbert was 

satirizing elements of British society that may be reflected in modern days as well.  Identify three 

of these elements, and discuss whether they occur in modern societies.  Is humor an effective 

way to bring these to our attention?  Fill in your answers below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXTRA CREDIT: 

 

Is there any part of the plot or characters you wish had been treated differently? 

 

Which do you think best contribute to the humor of the show, the songs or the dialog? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

The Mikado 



 
 

 



 
 

The Mikado Plot Summary 
 

THE MIKADO 

Or, The Town of Titipu 



 
 


