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Duration 50 minutes 

Grade Levels 9-12 

Subjects Drama, Literature, English, Music 

1. Worksheets B1 and B2, (included in this lesson) 

2. Links to the Internet are provided as reference material. See the following at the end of this 

lesson: 

 “The Mikado-References” 

 “Carmen-References” 

 “Guys and Dolls-References” 

 “Musical Stage Forms-References” 

3.  Computer Lab with access to the Internet 

1. Introduce students to three forms of musical theatre, Opera, Operetta and Modern Musicals 

(originally referred to as Musical Comedy). 

2. Let students discover the differences in the music, libretto, performance and resources 

needed for these forms. 

3. Allow students to participate in a group to explore how each of these forms relates to the 

popular music culture of today. 

1. Several days before the class meeting, give students Worksheet B1 – “Musical Theatre 

Forms” and Internet References for The Mikado, Carmen, Guys and Dolls and Musical 

Forms. 

2. Students should research these three productions using the references which include 

YouTube links on the Internet. 

3. Students should discuss in small groups what the overtures and opening numbers for Carmen 

(Prelude/Sur La Place), The Mikado (Overture/If You Want to Know Who We Are), and 

Guys and Dolls (Overture/Runyonland-Fugue for Tinhorns) suggest about the type of show 

that follows. 

4. Conduct entire class discussion about how these three musical forms are perceived today and 

how each might relate to contemporary popular music culture. 

5. After the class discussion give students Worksheet B2 – “Musical Theatre Resources” to fill 

out during class. 

1. Students should be able to research independently and fill out Worksheet B2. 

2. Students should be able to discuss their findings with the class. 



 
 

 

The purpose of this lesson is to distinguish between three forms of musical theatre: Opera, 

Operetta and Modern Musicals (originally referred to as Musical Comedy). 

 

1. Using the references given in the Carmen, Mikado and Guys and Dolls reference sheets, 

familiarize yourself with the plots of these three musical compositions.   

 

2. The overtures and opening number of any musical must establish the period and style of 

that production, and hint at the kind of story that will be told - whether it will be serious, 

funny, mysterious, or romantic.  Look at the YouTube clips listed in the references for: 

a. Carmen: Opening Chorus: “Prelude/Sur la Place” 

b. The Mikado: Overture/“If You Want to Know Who We Are” 

c. Guys and Dolls:  “Runyonland Opening – Fugue for Tinhorns”   

Note how each accomplishes this task.  In a group discussion, talk about what each 

implies about the period and style of its show. 

 

3. Usually each of these three forms will include a love duet between the leading man and 

woman.  Look at the YouTube excerpts for:  

a. The Mikado: “Were You Not to Ko-Ko Plighted” 

b. Guys and Dolls:  “I’ll Know” 

Note the differences in how these are treated.  Are they really romantic or played for 

comic effect?  What does one partner do while the other is singing? 

 

4. Carmen is unusual in that the most important duet is near the end of the show.  Compare 

the tone of the “Final Duet” with the solo arias “Flower Song” and “Habenera” or 

“Seguidilla.”   Is one more seductive? Does one indicate spurned love? 

 

5. Look up the cast list and the orchestral requirements of each type of show and note the 

differences in the resources required for each.  Do you think it would be possible for a 

high school drama group to present Carmen, The Mikado, or Guys and Dolls as a school 

production? Be ready to state why or why not. 

 

 



 
 

 

Write brief answers to the following questions comparing Operas, Operettas and Modern 

Musicals. 

 

3. Which of the three forms demands the most resources for its production? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. In which form must the chorus do the most dancing?  The least? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Pick one of the shows and list two of its characteristics that set the tone for that production. 

 

 

 

 

 

4.   Which of these forms do you think would be most suitable for a high school production? 

      Which is least suitable? (Support this last answer with a direct reference to one of these  

      works.) 

 

 

 

 

 

5. The leads in an Opera, an Operetta or a Modern Musical generally have different singing  

      styles.  Which do you think would take the most training?  Do you think contemporary 

      popular singing idols would be able to star in one of these three venues? 

 

 

 

 

6. Which of these three forms do you think is the most popular today?  Why?  Why might one 

be the least popular? 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The Mikado 



 
 

Guys & Dolls 



 
 



 
 

Carmen 



 
 

 

Musical Stage Forms 



 
 

 


